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Profile of the Contributors 
Yoshitaka Kawasaki is Dean and Professor, Graduate School of Education, Kyoto University. 
He has published many articles and monographs on American library history and intellectual 
freedom in libraries. He is a member of the Editorial Committee of IFLA Journal. Also he is 
executive director of Nippon Association for Librarianship and a board member of Japan 
Society of Library and Information Science. 
Peter Vodosek is Professor Emeritus of Library Science, Hochschule der Medien/University 
of Applied Sciences, Stuttgart (Germany). He has published many works on German library 
history. He is a member of Wolfenbuetteler Arbeitskreis fur Bibliotheks-, Buch- und 
ediengeschichte, Historische Kommission des Boersenvereins des deutschen Buchhandels, 
Deutsche Buchwissenchaftliche Gesellschaft, Dansk Bibliotekshistorisk Selskab, and also a 
member of the Editorial Boards of Library History and Bibliothek. F orschung & Praxis. 
Bai Bin is a graduate student of Beijing Normal University. He is majored in adult education 
and interested in e-Iearning and adult distance education. 
Gao Yimin is Associate Professor, and the vice Director of the Institute of Comparative 
Education, Beijing Normal University. His field is comparative education and adult education, 
especially in China and Japan. 
Ji Hyun Kim is a graduate student of library and information science, Graduate School of 
Education, Kyoto University. She is studying information services for the blind. 
Catarina Almeida Tomas is sociologist and teacher in the Institute of Child Studies at the 
University of Minho. Her research interests focus on children, globalization and social 
movements of children. 
Manuel Jacinto Sarmento is Professor of Sociology of Childhood at the University of Minho 
and director of the Post-Graduation Studies in Sociology of Childhood at the Institute of 
Child Studies. 
Natalia Fernandes Soares is teacher in the Institute of Child Studies at the University of 
Minho. Her research interests focus on childhood, rights, participation and participatory 
methodologies. 
EunMi Park is Assistant Professor of Medicine and Associate Director of Education at The 
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine Division of Geriatrics and Gerontology. She 
is recognized for her expertise in adult learner autonomy and adult learner orientation 
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assessment. Currently, she leads interdisciplinary medical education programs. 
Samuel C. Durso is Associate Professor of Medicine and Clinical Director and Director of 
Education at The Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. Dr. Durso is the author of 
Teaching Ambulatory Medicine and is column editor for the Teaching in the Community 
section, Advanced Studies in Medicine. 
Gary J. Confessore is Professor of Higher Education Administration at The George 
Washington University. He has served as Chief Academic Officer of three colleges over the 
course of his career. He has published widely on the subject of learner autonomy and serves 
as n editorial board member in the International Journal on Self-Directed Learning. He is a 
principle of Human Resource Development Enterprises, which is the major organization for 
educational research in adult learner autonomy assessment. 
Hiroshi Kawai is former Professor of Library and Information Science in the College of 
Arts at Rikkyo (St. Paul) University. He has many published works both in German and 
Japanese. His main interests are in theories of book selection and German library history. 
